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countries contributed something. The government students in Japan
paid three dollars a month or about ten per cent of their income.
Private students who were not so well off paid less. There was some-
thing comic in this situation: the Manchu government paid for
students to go abroad to learn western ways and, with a somewhat
eastern interpretation of loyalty, these students paid ten per cent of
the allowance made to them by the Manchu government to a society
whose first aim was to destroy the Manchu government! Wang
Ching-wei did much to raise funds, for he was a popular young man
with the unfailing courtesy which can achieve so much in China.
He was known in Singapore and Penang and .brought from those
places a reputation for sincerity and honesty.
Very considerable sums came from ordinary men who were per**
suaded by Sun's eloquence at his public meetings during his travels.
One was the owner of a curio shop in Paris who promised any
reasonable contribution when it should *be needed: he was now
reminded by cable and asked to send what he could spare. He sold
his entire business and sent the proceeds amounting to sixty thou-
sand dollars. After a meeting in Philadelphia a laundryman called
at Sun's hotel and thrust into his hands a linen bag; it contained
the whole of his savings for twenty years. A bean-seller in China
insisted on giving four thousand pounds, saying, "others are risk-
ing and sacrificing their lives. The giving away of my property is
nothing compared with what others are doing for the sake of the
people."88                                                                                   J
Sun was touched by such generous support and wrote, "All over
the world and particularly in America the legend has grown up that
the; Chinese are selfish and mercenary. There never was a greater
libel on a people. Many have given me their whole fortune/* The
Chinese have a proverb: "Making money is like digging with a
needle; spending it is like water soaking into sand", yet wherever
Sun went his countrymen trusted him with their money, asking only
that it be spent on the revolution "for the sake of the people".
Fifteen months after the founding of The League of Sworn
Brothers, on the first anniversary of The People's, Journal, Sun Yat-
scn made a speech to over five thousand members. He expounded
The Three Principles of the People, not in their final form, because
his ideas had not yet crystallized, but there are points in Iris speech
worth quoting:
**Tbe Racial Solidarity of the People is based on the fundamental idea that
a people must sot permit a foreign race to rob them of their political in-